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Art. [X.—Proceedings of the Asiatic Society. 


Wednesday Evening, the 2d January, 1839. 
The Right Rev. the Lorn Bisuor of Calcutta, Vice-President, in the chair. 
The Proceedings of the last Meeting were read. 
The Meeting then proceeded to the election of Office-bearers for the ensuing year, 
when the following gentlemen were chosen :— 
The Right Rev. Lorp Bisuor of Calcutta, 
The Honble. Sir J. P. GRANT, 


H. T. Prinszp, Esq., ¢ Were elected Vice-Presidents. 


Col D. MacLeop, E J 

Mr. W. Cracrort, i Capt. FORBES, 

Mr. W. P. Grant Dr. S } | 

Mr. BD. a, S ’ j i aiamaa of the Committee of 
Dr. Geo. Evans, Dr. hides a 

Dr. M‘CLELLAND, 


Dr. Goopeve and Mr. R. O’SHavucunessy, proposed at the last Meeting, were 
balloted for, and duly elected Members of the Society. 

Messrs. A. Porteous and J. Cowie were proposed by the Officiating Secretary, 
seconded by the Vice-President. 

Dr. O’SHavuGHNESSY apprised the Meeting that the Committee of Finance had 
recommended 20 rupees per mensem, as an increase to the Clerk HERAMBANATH 
THAKUR’S salary. 

Resolved,—That the meeting approve of the decision of the Committee of Finance, 
and that it take effect from the date of the Clerk’s application. iia 

Read a letter from J. K. Kane, Esq., Secretary of the American Philosophical 
Society, acknowledging receipt of the first part of vols. 19 and 20 of the Asiatic 
Researches, and vols. 5 and 6 of the Journal of the Asiatic Society. 

Library. 

Read a letter from J. Vaucuan, Esq., Librarian of the American Philosophical 
Society, forwarding the following works for presentation to the Society— 

Transactions of the American Philosophical Society, Vol 6, Part 1, New Series. 

Transactions of the Literary and Historical Committee of the Society. 

Read a letter from M. Cassin, Book Agent of the Society in Paris, enclosing 
account of sales of oriental publications sold by him in France, and forwarding from 
the proceeds thereof several recent publications for the use of the Society. He had 
likewise sent several books for sale in this country. 

Resolved,—That the books for sale be advertized on the cover of the Journal, 
Asiatic Society, with their prices. ; ‘ 

A brochure by the Royal Society of Cornwall, presented by Capt. F. JENKINS 
through Dr. WaLticu. 

Meteorological Registers kept at the Mauritius, during the last six months of 1836, 
and first six months of 1837, were presented by M. Jutren Dessarpins, Secretary 
of the Natural History Society of the Mauritius. 

Read a letter from MapuusHupaNna Gupta, forwarding specimens of the plates for 
the “Sarira Vidya” engraved by Native artists. 

The Officiating Secretary with reference to the very high cost and inferior execution 
of the plates submitted, proposed a reference by the overland mail to Professors 
Quain and Paxton, by whose friendly co-operation he had no doubt casts of their 
anatomical wood-cuts could be procured at half the price, and in half the time the 
Native artist would require. 

The proposition was seconded by Baboo Ramcomuxt SEN, and unanimously 
agreed to. 
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Antiquities. 

Read a letter from J. P. Grant, Esq., Officiating Secretary to the Government of 
India, intimating that measures have been taken by the local authorities to prevent 
any further dismantling of the Kanarak temple, or Black Pagoda. 

Museum. 

Read a letter from Major Hay, with reference to a Museum of Natural History 
collected by him from the Cape and the Eastern Archipelago, 

Resolved,—That the Officiating Secretary be requested to inform Major Hay, that 
the present state of their funds entirely precludes their purchase of his collection, but 
that the Society will be happy to allow the use of their rooms for the reception of the 
specimens, and to employ their establishment for their care and preservation. It 
was further decided that the Society make a representation Government on the 
subject. 

The Officiating Secretary then laid before the Meeting the Annual Report of the 
past year’s transactions. 

[This Report will appear in a subsequent number. ] 

Baboo RamcomuL Sewn submitted the Account Current of the Society for the past 
year, in which a balance of rupees 7,750: 1: 2 stands in favour of the Society on the 
3lst December, 1838. 

[The Account Current will be found at the end. ] 

Proposed by Baboo RamcomuL Sen, seconded by Mr. Harz, and unanimously 
agreed, that a sum of rupees 4,500 be invested in Company’s five per cent. Govern- 
ment Securities. 

The Officiating Secretary informed the Meeting, that with reference to a communi- 
cation made by him to Messrs. SHERRiFF and Co. regarding the repairs of the Society’s 
house, that these architects report that the roof of the house is in a very ruinous state, 
and unless immediate steps are taken, serious danger is apprehended. 

Mr. H. T. Prinsep remarked that Mr. James PrINnsEp thought that additional 
rooms might be built for the Museum. 

Resolved,—That Col. MacLeop be requested to furnish a plan to that effect, and 
an estimate of the probable expense, in order that the Society may determine on 
the subject at their next Meeting. 

After the conclusion of the routine business, Mr. H. T. Prinsep called the at- 
tention of the Members present to M. Masson’s large collection of coins and relics 
then exhibited on the table. 

This collection Mr. Prinsep stated had been made from the funds advanced to 
M. Masson by the Government; the proceeds having been forwarded through Col. 
PortincER to Bombay for transmission to the Honble. Company’s Museum in 
England, were ordered by the Right Honble. the Governor General to be first sent 
to Caleutta for examination and arrangement by the gentlemen connected with 
this Society. 

The articles having consequently been sent round in the “‘ John Adam” from Bombay, 
were laid upon the table of the Society in order that if any gentlemen were dis- 
posed to undertake their examination and arrangement, the Society might form them 
into a Committee for the purpose. 

The collection consisted of some hundred gold and silver coins and several thousand 
copper coins. 

Some discussion arose as to the steps to be taken by the Society with this collection. 
By an unfortunate coincidence, all the leading numismatologists of the Society being 
absent from Calcutta, either through illness (as Mr. James Prinsup and Professor 
MAvan,) oron Military duty (as Col. Sracy, Capt. CUNNINGHAM, and Mr. TREGEAR) 
it was suggested that the Government be requested to forward the collection to 
England, where the Court of Directors might refer the examination to Mr. J. PRINSEP, 
who will no doubt be happy to meet the wishes of the Court. 
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Establishment and Charges. 


To paid Secretary’s Office Establishment, from December 
1837 to 30th ovember, 1838. eeececeveecvneseeeose 22% EEE] 122 0 ie 
s ©Dittowfor Contingent charges...sccscsccscccssces cove tbs U Q 


Oriental Library. * 
,„ Paid Establishment for the Custody of Oriental Books 
deposited by Government, from ditto to ditto, at 78 Rs.| 936 0 0 


Library and Charges. 


»» Paid Establishment, from ditto to ditto. s.s 1,627 15 O0 
s» Contingent Charges.....s+e os eves sees 325 2 5 
o> Oane IE E o a R a 0 
— | 2,238 13 5 


Museum. 
» Paid Establishment, from ditto to ditto .. 2,61911 6 


yp COMUNE eMAONANTES -osisisiisisajsiae < A: 705 7 6 
93 Making Cabinets.....sescesess oun LE E E : 246 0 @ 


Printing. 


>> uman for Paper for dittO. ss. saare e.s. eseon 120 0 
>» Munnoololl for Oriental Catalogues.. s.es csse ececeee-| 250 0 O 


Building. 
», Paid for making a Cook Room for the Librarian in the ; 
Secretary’s Office....... . ee Rie osoa o see a i E 199 12 1 
n Journal Asiatic Society. 
», Paid J. Prinsep, Esq. for the Journal Asiatic Society 
being supplied to the Members of the Society in 1837.]......e.e50-] 2190 8 0 
,, Remitted to England for the bust of Mr. Wilson..... esfesse assec] 1,000 O O 
Establishment and Charges for the. Statistical Committee. 
», Paid Establishment for the Statistical Committee.. .... 36a 3 0 
Balance in the Bank of Bengal. seess cevsevee eevcenes 7,759 1 2 


Co's, Rupees.evss ites. o cnans ES sOmee 
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for the year 1838. 


By Balance of account closed up to 3lst Dec. 1837... .. 
Members. © ` 


,, Collections made for quarterly Contributions and ad- 
mission fee from January to December, 1838.... soss 


=: 


Subscriptions for Busts. 


„ Subscriptions made for the Busts of Sir William Jones, 
i fe Colebrooke, and H, H. Wilson. ce_coecss sess 


Government Allowance. 


», Cash received from the Sub-Treasurer, allowance for the 
Custody of Oriental Books transferred from the College 

of sae William, from Ist Dec. 1837 to 30th Nov. 1838, 

at Sic ccc sec rereceescevoees LE E E E E E ©e*e @ees 

» Ditto ditto for the Museum of the Society from ditto to 
ditto at 200 E O T TAE @e@eese EE EEEE) 

„ Ditto ditto towards the Publication of Oriental Works, 
and Works on Instruction in the Eastern languages, for 
Oct. and Nov. 1838 at GOOR ae sece osoo B68 


» J. Prinsep, Esq. balance of the Fund appropriated for 
the publication of Oriental Books.... 2s... escccees 
», Sub-Treasurer, interest on the Government Securities de- 


posited with the Govt. Agent up to 30th June, 1838... | 
|i——_-———_| 4,402 6 3 


eieo e aA 2,323 3 10 
7,848 15 6 å 


1,778 0 Oj & 
———_———| 9,626 15 6 


936 0 0 

2,400 0 0 

1,000 0 0 
———_—| 4336 "0 0 
3,599 1 1 

803 5 2 


RAMCOMUL SEN, 


CALCUTTA, 


3lst December, 1838. 


. Officiating Secretary Asiatic Society. 


